Preface

F R O M R E S E A R C H T O P R A C T I C E
F or many women, pregnancy is a time of heightened awareness about the importance of selfcare. Women generally have a strong desire to do what is best for their growing baby and will often make positive choices towards healthy behaviors during what they know is a crucial time in their baby's development. Smoking cessation is a great example of how powerful the "pregnancy motivating factor" can be. Women who have failed at attempts to quit smoking before pregnancy often are able to muster the ability to finally do it. There is no disputing that quitting smoking benefits both mother and child.
Yet, surprisingly, evidence is not as robust for other aspects of selfcare and prenatal care. For example, determining the optimal nutritional prescription for women with gestational diabetes mellitus (GDM) conventionally has involved limiting carbohydrate intake. Optimal carbohydrate intake during pregnancy is one of several important topics that are discussed in this Diabetes Spectrum From Research to Practice section, which provides an update on the management of individuals with diabetes before and during pregnancy.
On In the final article of our update on diabetes and pregnancy, titled "Implementation of Preconception Care for Women With Diabetes" (p. 105), Irma Yehuda reviews the importance of preconception care for women with diabetes. "Precision medicine" has become the new buzzword adopted by the National Institutes of Health for targeting disease treatment and prevention based on an individual's specific profile. This profile takes into account three main contributing factors: genetics, environment, and lifestyle. Targeting therapies with consideration given to individual variations in these factors may ultimately illuminate the future of diabetes care in pregnancy. For example, we soon may discover that, based on a specific genomic profile, some women may have better tolerance of certain foods than others in maintaining glucose homeostasis. Preconception counseling is one element of precision medicine that we can carry out today; it assists women in setting the stage for an optimal intrauterine environment for their infant based on their own genetics, environment, and lifestyle history.
My greatest joy as a certified nurse-midwife is in assisting women and their families in bringing healthy babies to birth. When pregnancy is complicated by diabetes, there are challenges that make this task more difficult. The information presented in this From Research to Practice section is intended to assist clinicians (and their patients) in achieving the ever-present goal of healthy outcomes for both mother and baby at the end of each pregnancy affected by diabetes. I thank our peer reviewers, who ensure that our readership is provided with articles of the highest quality to inform our provision of patient care. Diabetes Spectrum is the journal committed to translating the best available evidence into useful information for practicing diabetes clinicians, and I am happy to have had the opportunity to contribute to this effort.
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